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From the Director: What a Run!

H

ello RVHOG!
This is my last
article for the
newsletter over a great
two-year run. My time as
assistant director and
director have been quite
the experience.
I wish to think the Shiffer
family for their faith in me to execute the duties
of chapter assistant and director. I never
thought I would be here.
The chapter has had its ups and downs this
year and the only reason I have made it is the
wonderful officer corps who have made our
chapter, I believe, one of the best around. The
work that has been done for all of our functions
is amazing. The Merging Mountains Rally and
all of our Chapter things required many, many
hours of effort of all who participated. I think
that having the HOG Regional Manager call
our Chapter out, specifically for the efforts
providing all the rides for the Rally, was a major feather in the cap of RVHOG. I have been
to a lot of HOG Rallies and had never heard
that.
The planning meetings and events that we
have put on this year I believe worked out very
well. Now here at the end of 2017, all that is
left for me is Toys for Tots and the Christmas
party. I really hope that both of these events
will be well attended.
Next year Susan and I plan to do a lot of riding.
Daytona in the spring and hopefully many oth-

er motorcycle adventures. I challenge the
Chapter Members to
make next year as
much FUN as this
one. The people who
planned and executed overnighters, foliage rides and various other functions
have raised the bar.
Please try to make exciting things like this happen next year. Maybe back to the Hillbilly
Hotdog, an organized ride to Bridge Day - the
possibilities are endless. I know that there are
folks in the chapter with great ideas for rides,
so bring them out, bring them out.
I am sitting here going over all the things that
have happened this
year. Wow, what a run
this has been. Thanks
everyone. Now I get to
sit back, second guess
and heckle the incoming officers, all in good
fun though.
Please remember to
ride smart and safely. When training opportunities come around please take advantage of
them.
Now I only have to say thanks again everyone
and I am done!!
Robb Lipes
Director

Secretary: Thanks to Everyone!
Well, the end of the year is right around the corner. I would like to thank everyone in our HOG Family for the support you have shown me over this past
year. I will admit that it has been a learning experience on many levels, but it
was also a great deal of fun along the way! In the VERY distant future I may
consider doing this again…no cringing…but we will just have to wait and see.
I wish everyone nothing but the best in 2018!
Dee Fielding
Secretary
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Safety: A Great Safety Record
WOW! What a ride
the past 2 years have
been as your Safety
Officer. I hope I have
touched each of you
in a way in which you
will remember me
every time you get on
your bike to ride.


Sitting at a red light waiting, looking both
ways when it turns green to see who’s going to run the red light before you take off;



Watching cars on side streets to see if they
will pull out in front of you;



Cages changing lanes without even looking
to see you right beside them;



Approaching an intersection when you have
a green light and anticipating someone pulling out in front of you.

ing to do something stupid. You may have the
right of way, you may be 100% right, just don’t
be dead right. Motorcycles are no match for
cars, trucks or semi’s…you’ll lose every time.
I cannot remember an accident in the past 2
years in a HOG chapter event, including the
Merging Mountains Rally this year. That is a
testament to each one of you as a leader,
sweeper or anyone in between.
Ride, be safe, and see you on the road!
Larry Hinton
Safety Officer

On a motorcycle you must ride defensively. Always, always anticipate the other driver is go-

Assistant Director: Coming to a Close
Wow, this year has flown
by. It seems like only yesterday that Rob approached me about being
his Assistant for his term
as Director. Now we are
already into December and
I am getting ready to take
over the reins.
Please do take a few minutes and thank all the
officers who did such a great job for the past
year. We had some great rides and events.
Looking for more of the same in 2018.
Our Annual Christmas party is coming up on
December 9th and we will have tickets for sale
at the December business meeting. Price is
$20 a ticket and there will be door prizes given
away. I hope you can join us for a wonderful
celebration to end the year.
Still a few items, the 2017 Toys for Tots is ear-

lier this year on the 3rd of December, so it will
have come and gone by the time we have our
December meeting on the 5th. Hoping for good
weather and a great turnout to support the Marine Corps in a very worthy cause.
Another reminder to be very alert to wildlife on
the roads whether on the bike or in your fourwheeler. It seems I am seeing many more deer
on the side of the road this year and very nearly hit one myself this week headed home after
work. Please be careful out there.
Riding season is ending for most people and
everyone is getting ready for the Holiday Season. I hope that everyone has a wonderful
Christmas and New Year.
See you at the meeting, everyone be safe and
keep any eye out for the other person, get out
and ride (weather permitting)!
Doug Stackpole
Assistant Director
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Historian: Year in Review
The end of the year is a
time we look back over
the past year’s accomplishments. So let’s look
back over the first year
of our chapter.
Beginning on Nov. 5
1988 with two officers
and a treasury that was
ten dollars in the hole, we accomplished quite
a lot. The first meeting was held with 28 members. Small in number, but they were very active in the club. Those first members set up a
place for meetings in the Western Sizzlin Steak
House that we would use for the first year.
They also developed our club identity through t
-shirts and chevrons. They began the first Chili
Cook-Off, the MDA poker run, and the Turkey
Run to benefit the Rescue Mission all of which,
with the exception of the Chili Cook-Off, we
continue to do today. They also had runs to the
All Harley Drags and the Cass Scenic Railroad, along with picnics at Smith Mountain
Lake and Rudy's House. They helped out the

MDA car show providing security for the show.
A Christmas party completed the year. Most of
all they rode and had fun.
I have always thought that people joined a club
because of a shared interest and they remained in it because of the people. We have
been a club for
29 years because
of our love of
Harley-Davidson
Motorcycles, but
more importantly,
the people and
brotherhood that
exists between us. I hope we never forget this.
Thanks to Lloyd for his support in the beginning and now. Thanks to Robert Johnson for
all of the old literature and help doing these articles. I have enjoyed looking back at the beginning of the Chapter.
With that I am history.
Tom Owen
Historian

LOH: Laughter and Fun with More to Come
LOH'S and a HOG
learn to LOL!
Five brave souls came
out on a rainy Saturday
for a Laughter Yoga
session (a type of humor therapy) at HOG
Hall with Kyle Edgell:
TJ Rothmeier, Susan
Lipes, Kathy Summers,
Mark Anderson, and me. The group had fun
with learning
ways to get in 10
-15 minutes of
laughter a day,
through drawing
emoji's, talking
gibberish, and
other exercises
to improve our
minds, bodies, and souls by seeing humor in
everything.

Our annual LOH Christmas party is Tuesday,
December 12th from 5 – 8 pm. It will be at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse at 305 Mountain Ave, SW,
Roanoke. Please bring a dish and up to a $10
wrapped gift for the Dirty Santa exchange.
Since some have to come from work, we'll
have fun and socializing from 5 – 6 pm and
begin the festivities after 6. We'll also be looking over a proposed list of activities for 2018 so
be thinking about what kinds of things you'd
like to do!
Please be sure to let me know if you’re coming
(marian.mcconnell@gmail.com or 540-3094707)
Marian McConnell
LOH Director
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Restin South Christmas
Don’t forget, the
Restin South Christmas celebration is
on Christmas Eve,
from Noon - 2 pm at
HOG Hall. We’ll provide the chicken
and ham, you just bring your favorite side dish
or dessert. After lunch, join the caravan to
Restin South to help stock the pantry.
We still need pantry items, including paper
products (toilet paper, napkins, plates, etc) and
non-perishable items (canned foods, soups,
vegetables, sugar free snacks, canned fruit,
crackers, pasta, etc.). Boxes are in HOG Hall
for pantry items.
If you are filling Christmas wishes for one of
the guys, please wrap & address your gifts.
There are 5 men still on the list, so please see
me if you’d like to help fulfill their wishes.
Thank you and Happy Holidays!
Mike Puckett
Activities Officer
mpuck28880@aol.com
540-520-1241
Specializing in the packing and shipping of large, awkward,
fragile, or high value items anywhere. Including Harleys!

Welcome to the Family!
Please join us in welcoming these
new members to our Chapter!

Rick Hayes, Owner
6541 Commonwealth Drive, Roanoke VA 24018
Email: VA203@gopackagingstore.com www.gopackagingstore.com
540-772-0999  866-629-7225  FAX: 540-774-1681

THRASHER MACHINERY & SALVAGE, INC

20 & 40 Foot Storage Containers,
Military and Industrial Surplus
Ben Thrasher
540-254-2390
surplus@rbnet.com
19063 Main Street  Buchanan, VA 24066

Brad Sampson – Roanoke
Marvin Huddleston – Roanoke
Stephanie Krippel – Roanoke
David DeHaven – Fincastle
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Sunday Breakfast

Chapter Meeting

Sunday Breakfast

Sunday Breakfast
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Sunday Breakfast

LOH Humor Workshop

Chapter Meeting

Sunday Breakfast

Rescue Mission Ride
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Member Spotlight

December Birthdays

Debi Hopkins

2

Jim Eubank

3

Roger Davison

5

Bob Moore

11

Marsha Young

14

Carson Scaggs

15

Ervin Gladden

16

Ray Lee

17

Doug Thompson

17

TJ Rothmeier

18

Nick Piazza

21

Becky Padgett

24

Bobbi Janssen

30

Favorites:
Author: Not much of a
reader but do like Bible
Study
Music: Oldies
Color: Blue
Restaurant: Coach & Four
Dessert: Banana Pudding
Season: Spring
Food: Seafood
Vacation Spot: Mountains
Sports Teams: Hokies,
Colts, Orioles

How did you hear about the
What was your worst ride?
chapter? When I bought my first
Always enjoy riding, some are
Harley, a 2004 Deuce, I took
just better than others.
advantage of my free
What did you want to be when
membership to the HOG chapter
growing up? I didn’t have a
and I’m glad I did.
particular profession in mind, but
What have you found to be most
I’m sure it wasn’t a postal
rewarding as a member? Making
worker. I retired in 2013 after
new friends and meeting people
40 years with the post office.
with the same
3 things most
love of riding
people don’t
motorcycles.
know about
Also going on
you. I don’t
group rides to
hunt, fish, or
fantastic
play golf. My
destinations.
nickname is
What Rallies or
Diesel and we
events do you
won’t get into
like to attend?
that story.
Rolling Thunder
Is there anything
you always
Rally
wanted to try
How long have
and never did?
you been riding?
Parasailing
TEX SINK
Since the late
Hobbies or
60’s when you didn’t need a
interests
other
than
riding?
helmet.
Helping Joyce with her flowers,
What was your 1st motorcycle?
camping, and anything with my
Honda Scrambler
Grandkids.
What do you currently ride?
What would you buy if you won
2016 Road Glide Special
the lottery? An Airstream trailer
for Joyce.
Where is your favorite place to
ride? The mountains, back
Where is your hometown and
roads, or any place I haven’t
what places have you lived?
been before.
My hometown is Vinton and I’ve
What was your best ride? We
lived in the area all my life
rode across Texas last fall,
except while in the service for 2
covering 8 states and 3,400
years.
miles in about 10 days. Went to
If you could travel anywhere in
the Alamo, JFK Museum in
the world, where would it be?
Dallas, Oklahoma City bombing
Hawaii
museum and all the amazing
views along the way.
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Rescue Mission Ride: 350 Pairs of Socks!!!
Ten Roanoke HOG members participated in the
annual ride to the Roanoke Rescue Mission on
November 18th, led by Robert Johnson. After a
brisk ride up 81 to Natural Bridge, Glasgow,
and Bedford, the group pulled in to the Rescue
Mission and donated 350 pairs of new socks for
men, women, and children, along with some
phone and restaurant gift cards.
Marian McConnell, LOH Director, who works
part-time at the Mission, shared information
with the group about the Rescue Mission, which
is in its 70th year of providing emergency shelter and help to the hurting and homeless. Special thanks to Dano McConnell, who donated
and met the group at the Mission. Some of the
group had lunch afterwards at the Mission's 2nd
Helpings Cafe.
Tours of the Mission are available every Monday at noon; or contact Marian for more information.
Thanks to all who came out for this great
cause, and to Robert Johnson for organizing it!
Marian McConnell
(540) 774-7729
FAX (540) 981-0333

The Biggest Little Place In Town
Serving Great Food for 37 Years!

JAMES BUCK

Now offering a choice of
two great pizzas:

Class A Contractors #035247

Jimmy V's Original or Hand-tossed
New York Style. Plus pasta, ribs,
BBQ and great sandwiches.

James Buck Plumbing and Heating Inc.

1837 Westland Rd., S.W. Roanoke VA 24018
Email: james @ jbph.roacoxmail.com

3404 Brandon Avenue SW
Roanoke VA 24018

(540) 345-7311

Pro-Line Trailer Sales
Trailer Sales, Parts and Service

74 Taylors Road Boones Mill, VA 24065

540‐334‐4182

www.prolinetrailersales.com
info@prolinetrailersales.com

Corner of 30th St. and Shenandoah Ave.
Roanoke VA 24017
342-4192
ROBERT JOHNSON

SHAD FINNEY
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RVHOG Christmas Party  Saturday, December 9

$20 pp

Social Hour: 6 pm – 7 pm
Dinner: 7 pm – 8 pm

(Tossed salad, prime rib or chicken, green
beans, roasted rosemary potatoes, and cheese
cakes - Pumpkin, Baileys, and Plain)

B.Y.O.B.

Dancing & Fun: 8 pm – 11 pm
Featuring Door Prizes
& DJ Dr. Tunes

Lakeland Masonic Lodge  2742 Grandin Rd SW  Roanoke
Helping Hands Cleaners LLC.
House and Business Cleaning

Mike & Brenda Pratt
Franchise Owners
“We do motorcycle inspections”
1019 West Main St.
Salem VA 24153

Phone: 540‐387‐4120
Fax: 540‐387‐4259
SpeeDeesalem@aol.com

Tammy Buchanan  (540) 525‐8450
Southern Limited
Electrical Company

TIME OUT CAMPERS AND DART TAG ALONG
TRAILERS FOR MOTORCYCLES
USED ENCLOSED TRAILERS

Robert Johnson — 540-537-7755

Herman Hartman

19

President

3315 Garden City Blvd. S.E.
Roanoke, Virginia 24014
TEL (540) 427-0140 FAX (540) 427

72

Page 11

Page 12

H.O.G. Wild

2017 Roanoke Valley H.O.G. Officers
Position

Name

Phone

Email

Director

Robb Lipes

540-293-5783

ad16RVhog@yahoo.com

Assistant Director

Doug Stackpole

540-389-0050

dbstackpole@msn.com

Treasurer

John Sell

540-797-2589

john.sell100@gmail.com

Secretary

Dee Fielding

540-353-4008

secretary.rvhog1903@gmail.com

Activities Officers

Mike Puckett
Robert Johnson

540-520-1241
540-537-7755

mpuck28880@aol.com
n/a

Breakfast/Dinner
Coordinators

Betty Conner
Grover Conner

540-314-1038
540-598-9221

grovercconner@verizon.net

Building Grounds

Mark Reed

540-345-4068

lohshae@aol.com

Food Coordinator

Blake Dingler

540-588-1114

bdingler64@gmail.com

Head Road Captain

Mark Anderson

540-890-5115

2castaways@jetbroadband.com

Historian

Tom Owen

540-769-7389

todonnatom99@gmail.com

LOH Director

Marian McConnell

540-309-4707

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com

Membership Officer

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Merchandise Officer

Johnny Preston

540-354-4513

Jhp2jr@aol.com

Newsletter

Chris Powell

540-400-1747

rvhognewsletter@gmail.com

Safety Officer

Larry Hinton

540-798-2267

hintonl@nationwide.com

Social Media

Kathy Summers

540-798-4984

2castaways@jetbroadband.com

Volunteer Coordinator

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Webmaster

Doug Thompson

540-529-2500

doug@dougthompson.com

Dealership Rep

Zack Shiffer

540-562-5424

zack@rvhd.com

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, January 2, 2018
6 pm Dinner
7 pm Meeting
www.roanokevalleyhog.com
www.facebook.com/RVHOG

Problems on the Road?
Chapter Helping Hands:
Robb Lipes

Roanoke

540-293-5783

Rick Hayes

Roanoke

540-314-6087

Johnny Preston

Rocky Mount

540-354-4513

Ben Thrasher

Buchanan—cell 540-598-5184
Shop 540-254-2390

Robert Johnson

Roanoke/Salem 540-537-7755

Mark Anderson

Union Hall/SML

540-890-5115

These members have agreed to lend a hand if your bike
breaks down in their area.

