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Brass Monkey Ride
Sun, Rain, Hail, and near Tornado!
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From the Director: Harley Officer Training

H

ello RVHOG!
This month’s
article is coming
to y'all from the Harley
Officers Training in Myrtle Beach. I am pleased
to say that this is a very
good thing. The primary
officers and I are learning more than I ever expected! Zack even decided to tag along and hopefully he is learning
as much as us.
This was my 3rd time at an officer training and
much has changed since the 1st one. I found
out that we actually do have the BEST HOG
chapter in the world! I believe this from talking
to officers from many other chapters who are
experiencing some of the problems that we
have run into and solved in the past. The ride
down there and home was great and the

weather for February couldn't have been nicer.
Now, back to Chapter business - we are still
working on many things for the benefit of the
chapter. If any of y'all have any rides, overnight
trips, or anything motorcycle related, please
advise any of the Chapter officers.
The Merging Mountains Rally is cranking up.
You can now register online and we understand that the host hotel is already sold out. It
sounds like it will be a large adventure. The
Roanoke Valley Chapter will need as many
volunteers as we can get. Let's make this Rally
really shine!!
Please keep up with our web page and social
media outlets for things happening with the
chapter, like breakfast and dinner rides etc.
Remember, Ride and have FUN!
Robb Lipes
Director

LOH: Wonderful Weather for Sweetheart Ride
We were blessed with
amazing 65º weather
for the Sweetheart
Ride – 24 folks came
out for lunch at Rodeo
Grande and had fun
swapping stories about
how they met and other
tall tales. Seven bikes,
led by Mark Anderson, had a great ride afterwards to Buchanan to play on the swinging
bridge (limit of 3 pedestrians at a time and no
swaying?!) and then stop for more photos on
the bridge near Eagle Rock. Thanks to all who
came out for a great Valentine's Day ride!
We are reviewing and voting for a charity for a
benefit ride in September. The final votes
should be in by March 1st.
Upcoming LOH events:
 March 4 - Motorcycle Service Workshop
with Doug Rautio at Roanoke Valley H-D
from 10 am -1 pm (includes pot luck lunch).

 March 18 - Archery
Class at Sherwood
Archers (near Hanging
Rock) from 1 pm-4 pm,
then dinner at Billy's
Barn afterwards. $5/
person suggested donation for archery.
 April 8 - Orientation to Gun Safety & Target
Shooting at SafeSide Tactical in Roanoke
from 9 am – 12 pm (3 hours - $75/person).
You can rent a firearm if you don't have one.
Reserve your slot now, space is limited.
 May 6 (tentative) - International Female Ride
Day - ride to Thunder Road Harley-Davidson
in Danville then have dinner at Joe & Mimma's Italian Restaurant. Details to follow.
Please see more on our Facebook page and
LOH email group!
Marian McConnell
LOH Director
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Assistant Director: Merging Mountains
The beginning of a new
riding season is fast approaching. Of course, early
to mid February turned out
to be a strange month
weather wise. I hope everyone had the opportunity
to get out and enjoy the
unusually warm days.
By the time this newsletter is printed the Primary Officers will have attended HOT in Myrtle
Beach, where we learned and shared ideas for
a successful HOG Chapter. It is always nice to
meet others from around the country and get to
see how much different things are within the
HOG family.
The Merging Mountains Rally will be here before you know it and I am looking forward to
hearing from Robert Johnson as more details

are released. Change is a natural occurrence
in life so I am sure the evolution of the Rally’s
structure from a HOG perspective will be interesting. With an increased emphasis on riding
and enjoying the natural splendor of our region, it will be a great opportunity to highlight
the great roads and scenery in our backyard.
As noted at the February Members meeting, it
was decided not to participate as a Chapter in
Roanoke’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Hopefully
the organizers will bring back the fun in the future.
Please be safe and alert out on the road while
riding or driving. If you have any questions or
concerns please feel free to contact me and I
will do my best to get you whatever information
I can find. Be safe out there.
Doug Stackpole
Assistant Director

Historian: First Official RVHOG Meeting
Last month we looked at
the formation of the
chapter with the required
paper work sent to
HOG . This month covers the first meeting.
Our first meeting was
held November 29, 1988
at Budget Transmission on Williamson Road,
next to where Little Chef Restaurant used to
be. Gary Collins, owner of Budget Transmission, was nice enough to let us use his front
office space.
There were 28 people in attendance and the
first subject discussed was Toys for Tots Run.
Since not much time was left we asked Abate
M/C if we could join them Dec 10 for their run.
Everyone was to bring an unwrapped toy. Contact info was T.J. or myself. Participation in the
MDA Car Show was discussed and entry information given. The question was asked how
many members would be attending Bike Week
and eight responded that they were going.

Two committees were formed at the meeting.
Richard Cox volunteered for the Ride Committee and I headed up the Activity Committee.
Everyone decided no dues would be collected.
Lloyd helped with the costs of mailing, banner,
newsletter, etc. He also offered a 10% discount
to active members. Kathy was a tremendous
help with organizing mailings and literature.
It was decided no meeting in December and
that meetings would be held on Saturdays.
Post cards were used to notify members of
meetings, which would be held, according to
the newsletter, every 1-2 months during winter.
The last newsletter asked “was the Chili Cook
Off discussed at the very first meeting?” The
answer is yes. It was suggested as an activity
by me, your first
Activity Director.
More on that next
month.
Tom Owen
Historian
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Safety: Gravel, Parking Lots, and Intersections
WOW, what a fabulous February! A lot
of good riding days,
more are predicted
for March. Rumor is
we may NOT have
any more major winter weather this year,
wouldn’t that be nice.
The riding season may be upon us for 2017
and as your Safety Director it is my job to try to
keep everyone riding safely. What I want to
talk about this month you have heard before,
but if you hear it again and it saves 1 life I will
be very thankful. I want to remind everyone of
3 major dangers as we begin riding again:
gravel, parking lots, and intersections.
As early as this season is starting, there is still
a lot of gravel on the roads. Usually there’s
more on the side roads going in and out of our
neighborhoods than the main
roads. If you find yourself going through gravel, take it
slow and steady. If you suddenly realize you’re in gravel and freak out and
hit the brakes…..down you go. Try to go
straight as much as possible and you’ll be fine.
I witness the next two items every day as a
driver and as an insurance claims adjuster. I
used to be flooded with deer claims, not so
much anymore. Now it is people running into
each other in parking lots. Wal-Mart, Kroger,
Food Lion, the mall - everyone is on cell
phones talking and texting and not paying one
bit of attention to what they’re doing. If cars run
Specializing in the packing and shipping of large, awkward,
fragile, or high value items anywhere. Including Harleys!

Rick Hayes, Owner
6541 Commonwealth Drive, Roanoke VA 24018
Email: VA203@gopackagingstore.com www.gopackagingstore.com
540-772-0999  866-629-7225  FAX: 540-774-1681

into cars in parking lots,
they surely aren’t going
to see motorcycles. As
you’re riding through a
parking lot be especially defensive; watch for the white backup lights
and people not paying attention. Police cannot write tickets in parking lots, so while someone may back into you and it is their fault, if
they tell their insurance company it wasn’t their
fault, your insurance company will be paying.
The last item is intersections. Cagers are getting worse every day about running lights after
they have already turned red. Yellow is supposed to mean slow down to stop if you can
do so safely. Nowadays it means
speed up to get through the light,
even after it turns red. If you are sitting at a red light and the light turns
green, don’t see how fast you can
accelerate that Harley you’re riding. Look both
ways to make sure no one is running the red
light, because there is a good chance they are.
You may be in the right, but you don’t want to
be dead right because a cager is running the
light after it has turned red. I see it every day.
Even as you’re going through a green light,
always look both ways approaching the intersection to make sure everyone is stopped.
And lastly, always watch side streets, as cars
don’t pay attention to motorcycles coming
down the street.
Until next month, ride safely!
Larry Hinton
Safety Officer



NOTICE 

Our Secretary, Dee, has a new
email address.
Check your Spam or junk folder
to be sure you’re getting
Chapter updates!

secretary.rvhog1903@gmail.com
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Volunteer Coordinator: MOY Program
MEMBER OF THE YEAR
PROGRAM RULES
Members will receive 1
point for participating in
Chapter events occurring
from January 1st to November 30th, 2017. Events include Chapter meetings, LOH meetings, and
various activities throughout the year.
In order to receive your point you need to sign
in on the official sign-in sheet, which will be
provided by the event’s sponsor, and your
name must be legible. If the event is a riding
event, i.e. Sunday Breakfast Rides or the
monthly Dinner Rides, you must ride your motorcycle to the event in order to receive a point
(passengers will also receive a point). Coffee
& Donuts (held in the RVH-D lounge the 1st &
3rd Saturday of each month) do not count to-

wards Member of the Year points, but the
member who volunteers and supervises this
event WILL receive a point towards MOY. See
me to get more information and sign up to
help.
Members may also receive points by attending
the National HOG Rally as well as any State
HOG Rallies; the responsibility for informing
the Secretary of Rally(s) attendance lies with
the member.
The male and female members who accumulate the most points during this time will each
be awarded a plaque and gift certificate and
their name will be added to the corresponding
Male/Female MOY plaque that hangs in HOG
Hall. Primary Officers are not eligible for this
program and will not be awarded any points.
Bob McFarland,
Volunteer Coordinator

ROANOKE VALLEY HARLEY-DAVIDSON
NEW mobile app!!
Download our new Roanoke Valley Harley-Davidson mobile
app and receive special notifications, browse inventory,
request service appointments, request parts, and stay
informed about all our events, sales, promotions, and more!
Powered by iMobile Solutions, Inc.

https://appsto.re/us/wCABhb.i
www.roanokevalleyharleydavidson.com

THRASHER MACHINERY & SALVAGE, INC

20 & 40 Foot Storage Containers,
Military and Industrial Surplus
Ben Thrasher
540-254-2390
surplus@rbnet.com
19063 Main Street  Buchanan, VA 24066

Page 6

H.O.G. Wild

Sweethea
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Member Spotlight

March Birthdays
Grover Conner

Mar 5

Larry Jones

Mar 6

Charlie King

Mar 7

Skip Cleveland

Mar 9

Dave Courey

Mar 9

Benjamin Presson

Mar 11

Shae Reed

Mar 13

Will Dobbins

Mar 14

Sara Fisher

Mar 14

Tom Hartman

Mar 15

Dan Whitmore

Mar 17

Terry Hopkins

Mar 18

Melissa Light

Mar 19

Michael Brookman

Mar 20

Linda Turner

Mar 22

Shannan Maggied

Mar 23

Jim Lambert

Mar 26

Joseph Kreyling

Mar 27

Edward Burk

Mar 30

Marty Devine

Mar 30

When did you join the Chapter and
What did you want to be when
what have you found to be most regrowing up? I wanted to run away
warding as a member? I joined
and live with the Indians. I watched
around 2009. The best part is the
too many Westerns obviously.
people I've gotten to know and
Is there anything you always wanted
some of the really beautiful rides.
to try and never did? I want to see
How long have you been riding? I
the Northern Lights. I used to think I
used to ride on the back of a
wanted to skydive, but I don't have
friend's bike back in the ‘70s, but I
that urge anymore.
had not ridden since then until
Hobbies or interests, other than ridGrover started riding again in
ing? I read a lot. I quilt and I paint
2007. I never
watercolors.
really thought
Yoga.
that I would start
What do you
riding motorcylike to do on
cles again.
your days off? I
Where is your
retired so all
favorite place to
my days are
ride? On the
off. I sleep late,
back roads, esdrink coffee,
pecially in the
read, paint,
mountains.
sew, go out for
What was your
lunch, take a
best ride? Route
walk, shop...and
14 over the Big
do chores
Horn Mountains
What is the first
in Wyoming. It
thing you would
was beautiful
buy if you won
and a surprise.
the lottery? I'd
BETTY
CONNER
We just took that
buy Grover
route on the way
some kind of
home from Yellowstone and didn't
car. He's into Lincolns right now, so
know what to expect.
a Continental.
What was your worst ride? Riding
Where is your hometown? Madion the back of Grover's Softail to a
sonville, Virginia. Population about
dealership in North Carolina. It was
35. I love Madisonville.
uncomfortable - I wanted to walk
What places have you lived? Madihome, but common sense won out.
sonville and that area. Virginia
Where did you work? I was a soBeach. Roanoke
cial worker for 35 years. I retired
If you could travel to anywhere,
from Catawba Hospital after 20
where would you go? Norway.
years. I still have my LCSW and do
Favorites:
some volunteer work for Mental
Book: Into Thin Air, Jon Krakauer
Health America.
Music: classic rock, Americana
3 fun facts about you? What do I
Color: orange
want to tell? I grew up on a tobacRestaurant: Hollywood's
co farm and still consider myself a
Dessert: baklava
country person although I've lived
Season: Fall
in Roanoke for 30 years. I shoot a
Movie: Last of the Mohicans
bow.
Sports Teams: USA Women's Soccer team
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Workplace and Self Awareness Training
Saturday, March 25
7 PM ~ 9 PM  HOG Hall
Featuring Logan Doughty, owner
Personal Self Protection, LLC
Free to Chapter Members
Snacks and drinks provided
Personal Self Protection, LLC Mission:
“To help alleviate fear of personal assault by teaching environmental,
physical, and mental preparation techniques."
Logan is a trained self-defense trainer with decades of hand-to-hand combat
training combined with an “avoid at all costs” attitude toward physical violence. His goal is to help make us aware of our surroundings at the workplace and your personal space. It will be very exciting and insightful.
He has recently published a book based on his philosophy called
Fearless: A Woman’s Guide to Personal Self Protection

(540) 774-7729
FAX (540) 981-0333

The Biggest Little Place In Town
Serving Great Food for 37 Years!

JAMES BUCK

Now offering a choice of
two great pizzas:

Class A Contractors #035247

Jimmy V's Original or Hand-tossed
New York Style. Plus pasta, ribs,
BBQ and great sandwiches.

James Buck Plumbing and Heating Inc.

1837 Westland Rd., S.W. Roanoke VA 24018
Email: james @ jbph.roacoxmail.com

3404 Brandon Avenue SW
Roanoke VA 24018

(540) 345-7311

MOON MULLINS, Owner

Pro-Line Trailer Sales
Trailer Sales, Parts and Service

74 Taylors Road Boones Mill, VA 24065

540‐334‐4182

www.prolinetrailersales.com
info@prolinetrailersales.com

Corner of 30th St. and Shenandoah Ave.
Roanoke VA 24017
342-4192
ROBERT JOHNSON

SHAD FINNEY
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What are you
doing here
Robert?!?!

Register NOW!
Epic Rides. Zip Line.
Concerts.
Opening ceremonies & a home game
at Salem Red Sox Field with fireworks and more. Martinsville Speedway with laps around the track, and to
end it all, a Bluegrass down home
closing ceremonies experience!

June 7-10, 2017
Roanoke, VA

The man, the myth, the legend!
Saturday, February 25 at Coffee and Donuts!

Helping Hands Cleaners LLC.
House and Business Cleaning

Mike & Brenda Pratt
Franchise Owners
“We do motorcycle inspections”
1019 West Main St.
Salem VA 24153

Phone: 540‐387‐4120
Fax: 540‐387‐4259
SpeeDeesalem@aol.com

Tammy Buchanan  (540) 525‐8450
Southern Limited
Electrical Company

TIME OUT CAMPERS AND DART TAG ALONG
TRAILERS FOR MOTORCYCLES
USED ENCLOSED TRAILERS

Robert Johnson — 540-537-7755

Herman Hartman

19

President

3315 Garden City Blvd. S.E.
Roanoke, Virginia 24014
TEL (540) 427-0140 FAX (540) 427-0141

72
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2017 Roanoke Valley H.O.G. Officers
Position

Name

Phone

Email

Director

Robb Lipes

540-293-5783

ad16RVhog@yahoo.com

Assistant Director

Doug Stackpole

540-389-0050

dbstackpole@msn.com

Treasurer

John Sell

540-797-2589

john.sell100@gmail.com

Secretary

Dee Fielding

540-353-4008

secretary.rvhog1903@gmail.com

Activities Officers

Mike Puckett
Robert Johnson

540-520-1241
540-537-7755

mpuck28880@aol.com
n/a

Breakfast/Dinner
Coordinators

Betty Conner
Grover Conner

540-314-1038
540-598-9221

grovercconner@verizon.net

Building Grounds

Mark Reed

540-345-4068

lohshae@aol.com

Food Coordinator

Blake Dingler

540-588-1114

bdingler64@gmail.com

Head Road Captain

Mark Anderson

540-890-5115

2castaways@jetbroadband.com

Historian

Tom Owen

540-769-7389

todonnatom99@gmail.com

LOH Director

Marian McConnell

540-309-4707

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com

Membership Officer

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Merchandise Officer

Johnny Preston

540-354-4513

Jhp2jr@aol.com

Newsletter

Chris Powell

540-400-1747

rvhognewsletter@gmail.com

Safety Officer

Larry Hinton

540-798-2267

hintonl@nationwide.com

Social Media

Kathy Summers

540-798-4984

2castaways@jetbroadband.com

Volunteer Coord.

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Webmaster

Doug Thompson

540-529-2500

doug@dougthompson.com

Dealership Rep

Zack Shiffer

540-562-5424

zack@rvhd.com

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, April 4, 2017
6 pm Dinner
(Hickory smoked Boston pork butt with choice of
sauce, baked beans, coleslaw, choice of bun or
dinner roll, choice of pie)

7 pm Meeting
www.roanokevalleyhog.com
www.facebook.com/RVHOG

Problems on the Road?
Chapter Helping Hands:
Robb Lipes

Roanoke

540-293-5783

Rick Hayes

Roanoke

540-314-6087

Johnny Preston

Rocky Mount

540-354-4513

Ben Thrasher

Buchanan—cell 540-598-5184
Shop 540-254-2390

Robert Johnson

Roanoke/Salem 540-537-7755

Mark Anderson

Union Hall/SML

540-890-5115

These members have agreed to lend a hand if your bike
breaks down in their area.

