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From the Director: Out of the Park

H

ello RVHOG!

WOW!!! In
baseball terms,
we hit a home run! The
Merging Mountains Rally
is now complete and I
couldn't be more proud
of our Chapter. I have
been thinking about the
hours of volunteer time given to the Rally, and
I believe that it is better than 500.
Thanks to all who gave up their Rally to showcase our beautiful area for Rally attendees.
Butch and Kevin showed off Southern West
Virginia, Blake put on quite the show going to
Paint Bank and the buffalo farm 4 times, and
Rick did a couple days of covered bridges.
Everyone who either led or swept for a ride
give yourselves a hand!
The feedback I got from everyone who rode
our rides was extremely positive. Many folks
said they would be back to ride this area at
some point. Thor, the HOG Manager for this
area, called out our Chapter at the closing ceremonies for doing such a fine job. I could ram-

ble for many pages about this, but all I really
want to say is THANK YOU RVHOG for doing
a great Job with a monster task. Especially
Mark Anderson who organized things so well.
Well, the last and best thing about the Rally to
me was that Robert Johnson, a 20 year plus
Chapter member and multiple year Rally Committee member, won the one and only Merging
Mountains Rally Buck Knife. Congratulations!!!
Now we are coming past the halfway point of
this year and need to turn our attention to our
Chapter Fundraiser on July 29, the LOH Charity Event in August and the MDA Benefit in
September. Full speed ahead!! Please watch
for emails and our web page regarding these
events.
Chapter Members are planning some fun overnight trips for the summer and early fall. If you
are available this is a great way to fellowship
with the Chapter.
Thanks again to everyone who volunteered
their time for the Rally. I personally had a
grand time. HOMERUN!!
Robb Lipes
Director

LOH: Summer Riding is Here
Many Ladies of Harley
volunteered and participated in the Merging
Mountains Hog Rally,
which had a great turnout and beautiful
weather.

Sunday, July 16 – Picnic at Lake Robertson
(near Lexington). Meet at RVH-D – KSU at 9
am. Bring your own picnic lunch and beverages (no alcohol please). There is an in-ground
swimming pool ($3.50/person), pavilion, fishing, trails, and gorgeous scenery.

We also had a great
turnout at Jimmy V's for
the LOH dinner meeting on June 20th. The
meeting was productive and we have lots of
exciting plans in the works. Thanks to Wendie
Dungan, from SVCAC, for coming to the meeting; we are excited to be planning our Benefit
ride for the Child Advocacy Center!

Saturday, August 19 – 9 am. LOH Benefit
Ride for Southern Virginia Child Advocacy
Center. This is a Poker Run to the SVCAC facility in Rocky Mount for a tour. We go back to
HOG Pavilion for auctions, 50/50, and hot dogs
for lunch. A rep from SVCAC will be at the July
11th HOG Chapter meeting to share information about the organization. Please come
out and support this important fundraiser.

Upcoming Events: Please RSVP on our LOH
Facebook page or our LOH email group:

Marian McConnell
LOH Director
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Assistant Director: Merging Mountains Success
Wow, that is what I have to
say about the Merging
Mountains Rally! I know
we’ve had many discussions on what we expected, but I can honestly
say that those involved
from the committee on
down did a fabulous job.
Starting days before the opening ceremony
there were ads on music and events that were
part of the celebration. For the most part, the
weather cooperated and riding opportunities
were numerous. I heard nothing but compliments from attendees on the number and quality of the rides that were offered and all the
work by Mark and other members paid big dividends. I led three rides and in every case the
riders thanked me for taking the time to make it
such an enjoyable occasion. Overall, the Rally
was a success in my eyes and I hope everyone had a great time.

I will say the emphasis on riding made a difference. When I returned to the Host Hotel after
morning rides the parking lot was nearly empty, which meant people were out riding. The
only negatives I heard were centered on the
lack of seating at the Friday night concert
downtown, an issue, but at least they gave out
blankets for sitting.
Many other great things are happening with the
Chapter including another fundraiser this
month and plans for the Christmas Party. The
MDA Ride is fast approaching; we are out
gathering auction items and everyone is welcome to contribute. If you have contacts with
businesses that may be interested in helping,
please see if they can donate gift cards or
items. Anything is appreciated.
See you at the meeting, be safe and keep an
eye out for the other person, get out and ride!
Doug Stackpole
Assistant Director

Historian: Meeting Place Found
The search for a new
meeting place ended
with the Western Sizzlin
Restaurant being selected. This was the one
where Sheets is now located at Williamson and
Orange, next to the Civic
Center. The room was the solarium on the Orange Ave. side. Meal purchase was encouraged, but not required. The room was noisy,
but could accommodate everyone and allowed
us to have our meetings where more members
could attend. The meetings were held the first
Wednesday of the month at 7 PM. Those wanting to eat were asked to come a half hour early. This location started our nomadic travels
until we finally had HOG Hall.
Know where the first MDA poker run went? We
joined with ABATE to go see Yogi at Jellystone
Park. For those who may not have gone to see
Yogi, the park is located at Natural Bridge Station. Lloyd wanted to thank everyone for their

participation and remind them to pick up their
pins at the dealership.
Our friends in the New River Valley had made
arrangements to go to a festival in Pulaski,
special bike parking and an entrance fee of only $3 with plenty of food and a ride afterward. A
ride was taken through Goshen Pass and Joe
Lavis covered the ABATE party they held at
Smith Mtn. and the Run to the Wall in D.C. on
Memorial Day. Trips going to the Cass Scenic
Railroad in WV and a 3-4 day trip to the Outer
Banks were being planned. It was mentioned
that money was being collected to bribe Cline
Connor to stay home during these trips to ensure good weather.
After only six months, the Newsletters show
that the focus was on riding and having fun.
The Newsletters also show our continuing partnership with Abate. The ending balance as of
7/19/89 was $120.00. That is history for now.
Tom Owen
Historian

Page 4

H.O.G. Wild

Safety: Five Motorcycle Safety Tips
Being safe is being
prepared, alert and
cautious while on and
off the road. Here are
five tips from The Motorcycle Law Group to
keep you and others
safe on the road.
1. Know your tires.
Some motorcycle tires are tubeless and some
are not, so it’s important to become familiar
with the type of tires you have on your bike.
You should know your tires and whether or not
you can give them a quick fix if you get a flat
tire to get to a gas station or more air. One of
our partners carries a CO2 cartridge and a tool
that allows her to give her tires a quick blast of
air should she need it.
2. Check your tire pressure. Be sure you
know what the optimal tire pressure is for your bike’s tires and
check it every time you ride. Riding when your bike’s tire pressure is too low can damage the
tire. Pressure which is too high
reduces the contact patch with the road and
tends to make your ride feel rougher; it can also cause the tires to heat more quickly.
3. Assume you are invisible. Just because
the person behind the wheel of that SUV at the
stop sign is looking at you does not mean that
they are seeing you. Assume that the vehicles
around you do not see you. As you approach
intersections think about what you would do if
the car stopped at the light suddenly pulled
out. Be prepared to execute a panic stop, and
Specializing in the packing and shipping of large, awkward,
fragile, or high value items anywhere. Including Harleys!

identify possible escape routes. Just because
you see them does not mean that they see
you.
4. Leave an Escape Route. Speaking of escape routes, when you come to a stop watch
your rear view mirror for approaching vehicles
who may not see
that there is a motorcycle ahead.
Leave enough distance between you
and the vehicle in
front of you so that
if that happens you
can get out of the
way. Don’t wait at
a light or stop sign
with your bike in
neutral. Have your
bike in gear so that
if you do have to
quickly get out of the way of a car that does not
see you stopped you are ready at a moment’s
notice.
5. Practice – Practice – Practice. Nothing
hones your skills like actually riding. Find an
area with curvy roads and practice negotiating
curves. Find an empty parking lot and practice
panic stops and slow speed maneuvers. Consider taking a refresher course to rid yourself of
the bad habits that we all acquire over time.
Riding skills diminish if they’re not used. Keep
yours polished.
Matt Danielson, The Motorcycle Law Group

Larry Hinton
Safety Officer

Welcome to the Family!
Please join us in welcoming this
new member to our Chapter!

Rick Hayes, Owner
6541 Commonwealth Drive, Roanoke VA 24018
Email: VA203@gopackagingstore.com www.gopackagingstore.com
540-772-0999  866-629-7225  FAX: 540-774-1681

Brent Conner, Fincastle
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LOH Meeting

Pipestem, WV

Sunday Breakfast

Merging Mountains

BIKE
NIGHTS

Every other Wednesday

July 5, 19  August 2, 16, 30  September 13, 27
THRASHER MACHINERY & SALVAGE, INC

20 & 40 Foot Storage Containers,
Military and Industrial Surplus
Ben Thrasher
540-254-2390
surplus@rbnet.com
19063 Main Street  Buchanan, VA 24066
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Member Spotlight
July Birthdays
R.K. Williams
Patty Miller
Walt Kugelman
Mike Wynn
David Clasbey
John Perkins
Roy Rogers
Amy Hayes
Ernie Littlefield
Butch Schaffer
Michael Payne
John Ellison
Kenny Wingfield
Jim Borling
Daniel Thompson
Scott Price
Andy Andrews
Ted Sorrells
Richard Jennings
Jerry Hall
Dan O’Dell
Brian Campbell
Alinda Parcell
Lyle Anderson
David Duus
Scott Snow
Donna Schaffer
Ed Ashley
Sharon Mundy
Ronnie Huffman
Mike Bandy
Bruce Sheriff

July 3
July 5
July 7
July 7
July 8
July 9
July 9
July 10
July 10
July 10
July 11
July 12
July 12
July 13
July 13
July 15
July 17
July 18
July 20
July 21
July 21
July 22
July 23
July 24
July 24
July 24
July 25
July 26
July 26
July 28
July 30
July 31

How did you hear about the
What did you want to be when
chapter and when did you join? I
growing up? I wanted to work in
heard about it from my husband,
an office (and I did!)
Robert Alls, and we joined in
Hobbies or interests, other than
1996.
riding? Ballroom dancing,
What have you found to be most
sewing, and gardening
rewarding as a member? Good
What is one thing most people
friends and good times.
don’t know about you? I took
What Rallies &
belly dancing
events do you
lessons!
like to attend?
What is the
Monthly
first thing you
meetings and
would buy if
picnics at Hot
you won the
Shots.
lottery? A
How long have
zero-turn
you been
mower.
riding? Since
Where is your
1972
hometown
What was your
and what
1st
places have
motorcycle?
you lived?
Robert’s first
My
bike was a
hometown is
1971 Honda
Salem and
I’ve lived
550
SUZIE ALLS
there and
What do you
Roanoke.
currently ride? We ride a 2012
If you could travel anywhere in
Road King
the world, where would it be?
Is there a dream bike? Whatever
North of the Arctic Circle
Robert wants.
Favorites:
Where is your favorite place to
Book: The Thorn Birds
ride? Elliston Straight-a-Wag
Music: Oldies, country
Season: Spring
What was your best ride? Peaks
Color: Red
of Otter Breakfast Ride on a
Restaurant: The Homeplace
beautiful Sunday morning in
Food: Spaghetti
September.
Dessert: Strawberry Shortcake
What was your worst ride? Bent
Vacation Spot: Home (I get
mountain—too much traffic, and
homesick)
winding road.
Movie: Gone with the Wind
Where did you work? Wingate
Sports Team: Redskins
and Associates, Ltd. (50+ years)
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(540) 774-7729
FAX (540) 981-0333

The Biggest Little Place In Town
Serving Great Food for 37 Years!

JAMES BUCK

Now offering a choice of
two great pizzas:

Class A Contractors #035247

Jimmy V's Original or Hand-tossed
New York Style. Plus pasta, ribs,
BBQ and great sandwiches.

James Buck Plumbing and Heating Inc.

1837 Westland Rd., S.W. Roanoke VA 24018
Email: james @ jbph.roacoxmail.com

3404 Brandon Avenue SW
Roanoke VA 24018

(540) 345-7311

MOON MULLINS, Owner

Pro-Line Trailer Sales
Trailer Sales, Parts and Service

74 Taylors Road Boones Mill, VA 24065

540‐334‐4182

www.prolinetrailersales.com
info@prolinetrailersales.com

Corner of 30th St. and Shenandoah Ave.
Roanoke VA 24017
342-4192
ROBERT JOHNSON

SHAD FINNEY
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Rick’s Ride  July 8 – 9
** Updated Ride Info **
FREE motorcycle
self-assessment courses
This is a free course, which helps riders assess their
ability to handle the many different situations that
riders face while riding on the roadways.
Ride your motorcycle while learning and practicing
rider safety through the use of SIPDE. Learn how to
handle Hazards, Special Situations, Interstate
Highways, Curve Negotiation and much more. All of
this in a safe environment with the assistance of the
Virginia State Police motor troopers.

SAT: Breaks Interstate Park – Norton
SUN: Natural Tunnel St. Park – Burkes Garden

KSU 8 am sharp with gas tanks full Hardees on W. Main Street Salem
(Across from Denny’s)
Holiday Inn Norton – $91

1051 Park Ave NW, Norton, VA  276-679-6655
Rooms are under RV HOGS—call hotel to get this rate.

Questions?
Call Rick Hayes at 314-6087

Dates: Saturdays, June 17, July 15, August 12,
September 16, and October 14.
Times: 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: Lakeside Baptist Church, 447 Dalewood
Avenue, Salem.
To participate in this program, you must be 18 years of age
or older, have a Class “M” endorsement, a street legal
motorcycle, and a DOT approved helmet.

Contact the Virginia State Police at
540-375-9500 to make a reservation.

Helping Hands Cleaners LLC.
House and Business Cleaning

Mike & Brenda Pratt
Franchise Owners
“We do motorcycle inspections”
1019 West Main St.
Salem VA 24153

Phone: 540‐387‐4120
Fax: 540‐387‐4259
SpeeDeesalem@aol.com

Tammy Buchanan  (540) 525‐8450
Southern Limited
Electrical Company

TIME OUT CAMPERS AND DART TAG ALONG
TRAILERS FOR MOTORCYCLES
USED ENCLOSED TRAILERS

Robert Johnson — 540-537-7755

Herman Hartman

19

President

3315 Garden City Blvd. S.E.
Roanoke, Virginia 24014
TEL (540) 427-0140 FAX (540) 427-0141

72
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2017 Roanoke Valley H.O.G. Officers
Position

Name

Phone

Email

Director

Robb Lipes

540-293-5783

ad16RVhog@yahoo.com

Assistant Director

Doug Stackpole

540-389-0050

dbstackpole@msn.com

Treasurer

John Sell

540-797-2589

john.sell100@gmail.com

Secretary

Dee Fielding

540-353-4008

secretary.rvhog1903@gmail.com

Activities Officers

Mike Puckett
Robert Johnson

540-520-1241
540-537-7755

mpuck28880@aol.com
n/a

Breakfast/Dinner
Coordinators

Betty Conner
Grover Conner

540-314-1038
540-598-9221

grovercconner@verizon.net

Building Grounds

Mark Reed

540-345-4068

lohshae@aol.com

Food Coordinator

Blake Dingler

540-588-1114

bdingler64@gmail.com

Head Road Captain

Mark Anderson

540-890-5115

2castaways@jetbroadband.com

Historian

Tom Owen

540-769-7389

todonnatom99@gmail.com

LOH Director

Marian McConnell

540-309-4707

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com

Membership Officer

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Merchandise Officer

Johnny Preston

540-354-4513

Jhp2jr@aol.com

Newsletter

Chris Powell

540-400-1747

rvhognewsletter@gmail.com

Safety Officer

Larry Hinton

540-798-2267

hintonl@nationwide.com

Social Media

Kathy Summers

540-798-4984

2castaways@jetbroadband.com

Volunteer Coordinator

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Webmaster

Doug Thompson

540-529-2500

doug@dougthompson.com

Dealership Rep

Zack Shiffer

540-562-5424

zack@rvhd.com

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, August 1, 2017
6 pm Dinner
7 pm Meeting
www.roanokevalleyhog.com
www.facebook.com/RVHOG

Problems on the Road?
Chapter Helping Hands:
Robb Lipes

Roanoke

540-293-5783

Rick Hayes

Roanoke

540-314-6087

Johnny Preston

Rocky Mount

540-354-4513

Ben Thrasher

Buchanan—cell 540-598-5184
Shop 540-254-2390

Robert Johnson

Roanoke/Salem 540-537-7755

Mark Anderson

Union Hall/SML

540-890-5115

These members have agreed to lend a hand if your bike
breaks down in their area.

