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From the Director: A Great Riding Year

H

ello RVHOG!
Welcome to
2017!

This newsletter article is
kind of strange to write. I
have been a member of
this H.O.G. Chapter now
for 25 years and have
served many Directors as Head Road Captain,
Safety Officer, Activities Officer and last year
Assistant Director. This year it is my Honor to
serve as Chapter Director.
Susan and I have been to many rallies including the 100th and 105th in Milwaukee, South
Carolina, North Carolina, West Virginia, Kentucky, Myrtle Beach and Daytona. I hope that
these events will help me to be a good steward
and leader of our Chapter. My intention is for
this year to be fun, informative and most of all
a great riding year.
I want the Chapter to do what H.O.G.'s mantra
is: Ride and have Fun. We have The Merging
Mountains Rally coming this summer and as
the Host city we need to make all who attend
welcome and made to feel at home while they
are here.

The officers and I are working on many things.
There will be food, fun and best of all, riding
the great roads in our area.
If you have any questions, comments or concerns please feel free to contact me or any of
the other officers.
Ride Safe!
Robb Lipes
Director

Secretary: Time to Renew
Hey from your new
secretary! First, I want
to say thank you to the
105+ members that
have already renewed
their memberships for
2017!
If you didn’t receive
your renewal form in
the mail, you can pick up one at the Chapter
meeting, the HOG bulletin board in the dealership, or print one from our website:
www.roanokevalleyhog.com
You can drop it off at the parts counter, bring it
to the January Chapter meeting, or mail it to

my address on the
form. Don’t forget to
keep your National
membership current,
too.
I am pretty sure you
will not be disappointed with the
plans we have for
this year so far. I am
looking forward to working with everyone both
as officers and Chapter Members. Let’s have a
safe year and a fun one!
Dee Fielding
Secretary
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Assistant Director: A Look Back
Well we are starting another new year, it is always an
exciting time with some
anxiety as we start down a
new path. It has been ten
years since my first tour as
Assistant Director of the
RVHOG and many things
have happened.
We have seen our Sponsoring Dealer go thru
many changes - with a new location that
opened and then closed, the splitting of our
Chapter that cut the membership nearly in half,
and the coming and going of the staff thru the
years. We have seen long time members move
on and new ones come into the fold with new
ideas and positive energy. There is a much
greater emphasis on getting out and riding,
which in reality is the primary reason we all
own these bikes and belong to such a great
Chapter.
We have also seen changes within the HOG
organization as a whole, that some embrace
and others really don’t understand. I am excited and anxious about the changes in the State
Rallies and I look forward to what these changes mean for HOG as a whole and our Chapter
in particular. With the underlying goal to see
increased riding and participation, we have a
grand opportunity to showcase our home region.

I am sure that others will have some comments
and report on the recently completed Toys for
Tots ride, but I wanted to make a quick comment on what I experienced in dropping off my
toys that morning. Due to a family event I was
not able to participate, but was very impressed
with the turnout both in participants and the
number of people who stepped up to work as
Road Captains to ensure a safe and enjoyable
day, even with the cold and wet conditions. I’m
looking forward to the event next December
already.

In closing, I am looking forward to a great year.
Whether you are a long time member or fairly
new to the family, I want to go ahead and
thank you in advance for your support this year
and may we all ride safe going down this road
into the new year together.
Doug Stackpole
Assistant Director

Historian: RVHOG History
January brings a New
Year and a new Historian replacing Scott
Janssen, who did a
great job for the last two
years. My name is Tom
Owen and I will be your
new Historian.
I am a charter member of the chapter so I have
pretty much seen it all. Trouble is, like the saying goes, I can't remember all of it! Luckily we

have the minutes and newsletters from the past to help
me. I hope to search them
to find history that the new
members will find interesting
and the long time members
may have forgotten, which
in my case won't be hard. I welcome your suggestions on what you might want to see.
Tom Owen
Historian
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Safety Officer: Winter To Do List
Happy New Year
from the safety corner! My goal for
2017 is that we continue the accident
free HOG riding we
did in 2016. It’s not
as easy as it
sounds; it takes super defensive riding, 110% of the time. As an
insurance claims adjuster, I look at
damaged vehicles every day. Several
times a week I have claims where cars
back into each other in parking lots.
Cars don’t pay attention to other cars,
much less motorcycles. Cell phones,
texting and carelessness are becoming
more the norm these days.
As we head into the New Year and cold weather the first few months, don’t forget about your
motorcycle . Connect your battery to a tender
or trickle charger to keep it charged up or you

may be purchasing a new one in the spring.
Starting your bike once a week and letting it
run for 5-10 minutes will keep the engine well
lubricated and the fuel from separating in the
gas tank, plus it will make you feel good just
hearing it rumble.
Winter is a great opportunity to spend time
working on your bike, preferably in a heated
garage. Major cleaning, detailing, a new paint
job, more chrome and accessories, or maybe
some extra pin striping to set it off for
the upcoming riding season. Take the
opportunity while it’s too cold to ride to
get your bike ready before spring gets
here – it’s closer than you think!
Don’t be shy - if you have an idea of
how we can ride safer, please let me
know. If your idea prevents one accident or
saves a life, don’t keep it a secret. Until next
month, stay warm.
Larry Hinton
Safety Officer

LOH: Exciting Plans for 2017
We had a terrific turnout for the LOH Christmas party, hosted by Tammy Buchanan. The "Dirty Santa" game was a hit, along with the delicious food.
Thanks to all who participated!
We have exciting ideas and plans for 2017. Tuesday, January 10th, we will
meet for dinner at Jersey Lilly's Roadhouse in Salem (across from Lewis
Gale Hospital) at 6:00pm. We are planning a Sweetheart Ride February 11
for Valentine's Day, and in March we are going to a Roller Derby bout to
cheer for one of our LOH ladies who skates - Aubrey Shifflett. Of course this
time of year, we never know about the weather, so if it's not safe to ride, you
can always cage it!
We want all the ladies to be a part of this great group and to stay informed about upcoming events
and activities. We have a great Facebook page so check us
out at Ladies of Harley in Roanoke, VA. You can also get on
our email group list by sending your email address to me at
marian.mcconnell@gmail.com.
We are always looking for ideas to add to our bucket list for
2017 and we hope to hear yours! Let's ride -- every minute's a
miracle and every mile's a smile.
Marian McConnell
LOH Director
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Road Captain: Merging Mountains Rides
Here are the Rally rides that have been submitted to me as of December 20, 2016. We are only half
way to our goal of 50 rides requested from the H.O.G. Rally Committee. Our deadline is February
1st, so please step it up for your chapter. There will be a ride planning meeting on Saturday, January 7, 2017 after coffee and donuts at 11:00 a.m. in HOG Hall. This is for those who have submitted
rides and those who have additional rides or questions. If you have any questions, please email or
call me. — Mark Anderson
Merging Mountain HOG Rally Rides
All rides begin and end at the Sheraton Roanoke Hotel & Conference Center
2801 Hershberger Road, Roanoke, VA, 24017
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Back Roads to Black Bear H-D
Back roads to Fairy Stone State Park, VA
Back roads to Virginia International Raceway, South Boston
Blacksburg-Princeton, WV-Pipestem Resort State Park-New Castle
Blue Ridge Parkway to BuchananLexington Berky’s Restaurant-Parkway501 to Big Island-Bedford
Blue Ridge Parkway to Mabry Mill-Lovers
Leap
Blue Ridge Parkway-Rt 43 to BedfordJefferson’s Popular Forest
Burkes Garden
Catawba-Blackburn-VA Tech-NewportNew Castle-lunch The Homeplace
Catawba-Mountain Lake
D-Day Memorial-Big Island-Natural Bridge
D-Day Memorial-Bridgewater Plaza, SMLRt 116
D-Day Memorial-Peaks of Otter-Parkway
Franklin County back roads-Fenderz
Drive-In Collinsville Lunch

For Chapter updates visit our
website at
www.roanokevalleyhog.com
and on Facebook
www.facebook.com/RVHOG

15. Franklin County back roads-Thunder
Road H-D Danville
16. Montebello-Lexington
17. Mt Airy, NC
18. Naff Rd to Boones Mill-back roads to
Route 40-Route 8 to Tuggles Gap Restaurant-Lunch-Parkway-Roanoke Mountain Star
19. New River-Back of the Dragon
20. Richard Childress Racing North Carolina
21. Rt. 220 to Clifton Forge-Douthat State
Park-Goshen Pass-Shenandoah HD-Mrs.
Rowes Restaurant-Cheese Shop-Route
11
22. Rt. 220 to Monterey-Lunch Country Café,
Hot Springs-Churchville-GoshenLexington
23. Rt. 460 to Lynchburg HD
24. Sinking Creek Covered Bridge-Swinging
Bridge Restaurant-Humpback Bridge
25. Smith Mountain Lake Dam-Bridgewater
Plaza SML
26. Smokin’ H-D, NC
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Meet Your RVHOG Team
Mark Anderson
I’m happy to be your Head Road
Captain again this year and look
forward to working with you and
for you. I will be calling on my
Road Captains to help with this
year’s H.O.G. Rally and other
events. Please contact me any time with concerns
or your ideas for rides.
Betty & Grover Conner
We are your Breakfast/ Dinner
ride coordinators and have been
members since 2009. We started
riding Harley's in 2007 and have
logged over 150K miles. We'll be
going to most of the usual breakfast places. We're both retired now, so if you want
to ride to lunch on a weekday, please call.
Blake Dingler
I’m thrilled to be your Food Coordinator. I’ve been riding since I
was 7 and I now ride a 2015 Heritage Classic. Through the unfortunate loss of one of my best
friends, I was re-introduced to
Robb Lipes and he told me about RVHOG and all
the great things they do. The recent Toys for Tots
ride (with my wife of 20+ years) was my first and I
look forward to many more. I retired from 30+ years
work in the food service industry and now manage
a rental property in Roanoke.
Dee Fielding
I’ve only been a HOG Member
since 2015, but it has been an
adventure that I am so grateful to
be a part of. I moved to Roanoke
in 2011 from Northern Lower
Michigan. My parents allowed
my brothers and I to get a Honda 50 when I was 12
and I have spent as much time around motorcycles
as possible since then. I’ve had 2 bikes of my own,
but spend time now as a passenger. I look forward
to being your Chapter secretary.
Larry Hinton
I was born and raised in Illinois
and relocated to Roanoke in
1985. I have 2 grandsons here
that I love to spend time with. I

worked in body shops for 32 years and am currently
a claims adjustor for Nationwide. I am looking forward to being your safety officer again and meeting
more new friends along the journey.
Robert Johnson
I’m the “Ole One” here and have
been an active RVHOG member
since 1992. I still have my first Harley, a 1974 Sportster, bought in
1978. I’ve been an Activities Officer
and Historian off and on for many
years. Also, I’m a member of the “Helping Hands”
so if you need help, feel free to give me call. See
you around the grill!
Robb Lipes
I’ve ridden Harleys for a long
time and have been a member of
this chapter since 1992. I have
served as Assistant Director,
Road Captain, Head Road Captain, and Safety and Activities
officers. I believe in the Harley Owners Group and
hope that I can serve the Chapter well.
Marian McConnell
I began riding Yamahas in 2005
and now ride my 2013 Softail
Deluxe. I've ridden 50,000 miles
on my own, so far! Riding is my
#1 passion. I worked 39 years in
4 different VA Medical Centers
and am now semi-retired and
work part-time at the Roanoke Rescue Mission. I
look forward to getting to know you all better and to
serving the terrific ladies of LOH. I ride "Scarlett
O'Harley" because I love to be gone with the wind!
Bob McFarland
I have an older Dyna, which I
customized after buying a new
Heritage Classic. I got my
1st motorcycle at 17 and got
hooked, but took a break after
marrying my high school sweetheart (44 years ago) and raising
4 daughters. After living with five women for years, I
got ‘back in’ 20 years ago with my 1st Harley, a
Sportster then the Harley’s above. As Volunteer Coordinator and Membership Officer I look forward to
helping Robb & RVHOG all I can.
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Tom Owen
I am a charter member of the
chapter and will serve as your
Historian this year. Hopefully,
with the help of past minutes and
newsletters, I will be able to find
some interesting history that we
may have forgotten. My personal
history with Roanoke Valley Harley-Davidson is a
little unique. In addition to parts, clothing, and my
first Harley, I also got a wife and a dog at the shop.
I am happy to say that I still have all three.
Chris Powell
I’m an army brat, born at Ft.
Benning, GA. I started riding in
the late 80’s, took a break to
raise a family, and bought a
sportster 6 years ago. I currently
ride a 2005 Deluxe. I enjoy creating the newsletter and ask all
of you to help me by passing along ideas, photos,
or stories.
Johnny Preston
I’ve been a member of RVHOG
since 2001. I ride a 2012 Road
Glide and have been married to
Jolee Preston for 18 years. I’m
looking forward to obtaining
amazing HOG merchandise to sell.
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through the years. I hope the Chapter continues to
have great participation in all the events RVHOG
does because we believe in our motto...Ride and
Have Fun.
John Sell
I am your treasurer and have
been riding motorcycles since I
was 8, getting my own dirt bike in
my teens. I got my first Harley in
early 2001, a 2001 Softail Standard, and joined RVHOG a couple of months later. I
was pretty active with rides and meetings for the
first few years then I quit participating for a while.
After marrying my wife Denise in 2006 I started
coming back to more chapter activities. I now ride a
2014 Ultra Limited.
Doug Stackpole
Hi, I’m your Assistant Director and
am happy to be here. I’ve been a
member of RVHOG since 2002 and
have served as Director, Assistant
Director, Dinner and Breakfast Coordinator, Road Captain and volunteer for many activities and rides. I’ve been married
to Carol for over 7 years & we try to ride as often as
possible. Please ask if you have any questions or
recommendations for our chapter.

Mike Puckett
I am excited about the upcoming
year and planning events to get
the Chapter together and socializing and having fun. We are
looking at movies, game night,
Chapter Picnics, comedy, and
karaoke. If you have any ideas
please let us know. I know our motto is ride and
have fun. I'm the fun guy.

Kathy Summers
I’ve been part of this wonderful
group for the past 5 years and this
is the third year I have taken care of
our Social Media. I’ll continue
to use Facebook to promote our
group and share the rides, fundraisers and fun we
have. Some might not be on Facebook yet, but it is
a wonderful way to share our adventures and to see
what is coming up and going on with our chapter.
Suggestions, pictures, and comments are always
welcomed.

Mark Reed
Happy New Year! I'm looking forward to working with the new officers and continuing on as Building
and Grounds. What that means is I
take care of the Hall and keep it
supplied with all the items we use
throughout the year. Along with Robert Johnson,
we cook on the grill for picnics, MDA, and chapter
meetings. My wife Shae and I have been members
since 1999 and we have held several positions

Doug Thompson
I’ve served as webmaster and photographer since 2008 and was
newsletter editor from 2012-2015.
I’ve ridden since 15 and am the son
of Harley riders who met during
World War II at the Norfolk Navy Yard. My mother,
a charter member of the Motor Maids motorcycle
club, was escorted to her funeral in 2012 by
RVHOG. I ride a 2012 Switchback and a 2009 Super Glide and my wife, Amy, rides a Can Am.
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January Birthdays
Kimberly Wells

Jan 1

Lucy Kugelman

Jan 3

Marvin Vaught, Jr.

Jan 3

Michael Boitnott

Jan 6

Cornell L. Dalton

Jan 8

David M. Lalush

Jan 8

Timothy Shue

Jan 8

Anthony Turner

Jan 10

Teddy Yates

Jan 10

James Buck, Sr.

Jan 11

Ronnie Hurt

Jan 12

Connie Jones

Jan 12

Vicki Eubank

Jan 14

Bill Lewis

Jan 14

Gerald Clyburn

Jan 18

Ed Beckner

Jan 19

Laura Credle

Jan 19

John Short

Jan 19

Douglas Herndon

Jan 21

Nancy Thompson

Jan 21

Harris Warner

Jan 21

Bill Musselman

Jan 23

Jackie Jordon

Jan 24

Ron Kirby

Jan 28

David Turner

Jan 29

Paul Ayers

Jan 31

Tonya Kreyling

Jan 31

Jim Wilson

Jan 31

Member Spotlight
When did you join the Chapter and
I am a blood donor and I do volunhow did you hear about us?
teer work whenever possible.
I joined the latter part of 2011
How did you earn your road name?
and heard about it online. At the
A dear friend that rode with me
time, I had a Harley-Davidson Fat
passed away. Her birthday was
Boy. T.J. suggested I try the RoaFeb 2nd. I took the name Groundnoke Valley Hog chapter, and the
hog as my way of remembrance.
rest is history.
Before that, my road name was
What have you found to be most
“Killswitch”
rewarding as a HOG member?
What advice would you give to a
Our riding as a group, with the
new rider ?
safety procedures we follow. I also
Take the motorcycle safety course.
am proud of the volAs soon as you
unteer work we do
think you have it
for MDA and our
mastered, realize
veterans.
that you don’t ever
What motorcycle do
have it mastered,
you currently ride?
and it is a never
’16 Heritage Softail
ending learning
process.
What was your first
motorcycle?
Who or what in’73 Kawasaki 305 (I
spires you and
think it was a ’73,
why?
that was a long time
My brother is my
ago)
hero - I can say he
is the finest person
How long have you
I know. I use him as
GROUNDHOG
been riding?
a model to help
Since about ’83
improve myself.
Where is your favorite place to ride?
What rallies and events do you like
My favorite road to ride is from
to attend?
Johnson City, TN to Ashville, NC.
I always attend the Tennessee
What are your hobbies or interests,
Ridge Runner Rally. I try to make
other than riding?
any rally or ride our chapter conI like to do as many different things
siders.
as I possibly can. I go camping 3 or
Favorites:
4 times a year and like to ride a
Music – Classic country and classic
bicycle on the greenway. I do a
rock
little woodworking and keep up
Movie – Lonesome Dove; The Legclosely with world affairs and the
end of Little Big Man; the remake
stock market. I like shooting,
of True Grit
groundhog hunting, and archery. I
Food – Almost everything except
like to visit gun shows and every
shrimp, eggs, squid, and milk
Harley-Davidson dealership in any
Dessert – Ice cream
town I stop. I am a major fan of the
Washington Redskins, VA Tech and
Color – Burgundy and gold
attend NASCAR races on occasion.
Vacation Spot – Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Season – Summer
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Members of the
Year!

Tammy Buchanan &
Joe Kreyling

Volunteers of the
Year!
Kathy Summers &
Mark Anderson

(540) 774-7729
FAX (540) 981-0333

The Biggest Little Place In Town
Now offering a choice of
two great pizzas:
Jimmy V's Original or Hand-tossed
New York Style. Plus pasta, ribs,
BBQ and great sandwiches.

JAMES BUCK

James Buck Plumbing and Heating Inc.
Class A Contractors #035247
1837 Westland Rd., S.W. Roanoke VA 24018
Email: james @ jbph.roacoxmail.com

3404 Brandon Avenue SW
Roanoke VA 24018

(540) 345-7311

MOON MULLINS, Owner

74 Taylors Road  Boones Mill  VA 24065
www.pro-lineperformance.com
Kenny Ayers

Corner of 30th St. and Shenandoah Ave.
Roanoke VA 24017
342-4192
ROBERT JOHNSON

SHAD FINNEY
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Helping Hands Cleaners LLC.
House and Business Cleaning
Mike & Brenda Pratt
Franchise Owners
“We do motorcycle inspections”
1019 West Main St.
Salem VA 24153

Phone: 540‐387‐4120
Fax: 540‐387‐4259
SpeeDeesalem@aol.com

Tammy Buchanan  (540) 525‐8450
Southern Limited
Electrical Company

TIME OUT CAMPERS AND DART TAG ALONG
TRAILERS FOR MOTORCYCLES
USED ENCLOSED TRAILERS

Robert Johnson — 540-537-7755

Herman Hartman

19

President

3315 Garden City Blvd. S.E.
Roanoke, Virginia 24014
TEL (540) 427-0140 FAX (540) 427-0141

72
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2017 Roanoke Valley H.O.G. Officers
Position

Name

Phone

Email

Director

Robb Lipes

540-293-5783

ad16RVhog@yahoo.com

Assistant Director

Doug Stackpole

540-389-0050

dbstackpole@msn.com

Treasurer

John Sell

540-797-2589

john.sell100@gmail.com

Secretary

Dee Fielding

540-353-4008

secretary.rvhog@aol.com

Activities Officers

Mike Puckett
Robert Johnson

540-520-1241
540-537-7755

mpuck28880@aol.com
n/a

Breakfast/Dinner
Coordinators

Betty Conner
Grover Conner

540-314-1038
540-598-9221

grovercconner@verizon.net

Building Grounds

Mark Reed

540-345-4068

lohshae@aol.com

Food Coordinator

Blake Dingler

540-588-1114

bdingler64@gmail.com

Head Road Captain

Mark Anderson

540-890-5115

2castaways@jetbroadband.com

Historian

Tom Owen

540-769-7389

todonnatom99@gmail.com

LOH Director

Marian McConnell

540-309-4707

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com

Membership Officer

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Merchandise Officer

Johnny Preston

540-354-4513

Jhp2jr@aol.com

Newsletter

Chris Powell

540-400-1747

rvhognewsletter@gmail.com

Safety Officer

Larry Hinton

540-798-2267

hintonl@nationwide.com

Social Media

Kathy Summers

540-798-4984

2castaways@jetbroadband.com

Volunteer Coord.

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Webmaster

Doug Thompson

540-529-2500

doug@dougthompson.com

Dealership Rep

Zack Shiffer

540-562-5424

zack@rvhd.com
Problems on the Road?
Chapter Helping Hands:

Next Meeting:
Tuesday
February 7, 2017
6 pm Dinner
(Baked Spaghetti, garlic bread, salad)
7 pm Meeting
www.roanokevalleyhog.com
www.facebook.com/RVHOG

Robb Lipes

Roanoke

540-293-5783

Jerry Lusk

Roanoke

540-293-0764

Johnny Preston

Rocky Mount

540-354-4513

Ben Thrasher

Buchanan—cell 540-598-5184
Shop 540-254-2390

Robert Johnson

Roanoke/Salem 540-537-7755

Mark Anderson

Union Hall/SML

540-890-5115

These members have agreed to lend a hand if your bike breaks down in their area.

