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From the Director: Test Ride Opportunity

H

ello RVHOG!

February isn't
the best month
for riding and January
wasn't too pleasant either. We have a few
hearty riders out there
and the Happy Hangover
ride was very nice.
Our activities officer Mike laid on a great movie
and snacks for movie night at HOG Hall. If you
didn't come you missed a good time.
Susan and I are going to take a short vacation
to the Yellowstone area in Montana and Wyoming early in February. It is not a motorcycle
trip, but snowmobiles will be involved. It should
be a large time!
The middle part of February will be taken by
the H.O.T. Training in Myrtle Beach. It breaks
my heart to go to the beach any time. I just
love the ocean and a lot of information about
helping to make our H.O.G. Chapter better.
We have a great thing going on in the dealer-

ship right now. There are 3 new Ultra Limited’s
equipped with the new 107 inch engine that
are available for extended test rides. The bikes
can be kept overnight as long as they have a
garage or storage building to stay in - they cannot be kept outside! For example, you can
complete the paperwork on a Friday afternoon,
ride the bike all day Saturday and return it before close of business or ride all day Sunday
and return the bike Monday. The dealership
requests that an article be written for the chapter newsletter. I am told that this is a strong
running machine and a lot of fun to ride! Try to
take advantage of this program if you can. I am
not a batwing fairing guy, but I am going to
give one of these bikes a good workout as
soon as I can put together the time.
The officers and I are working on many things
this year, please try and attend any and all
events if possible.
Remember, Ride and have FUN!
Robb Lipes
Director

Assistant Director: New Riding Season
Another year ends and we
start down the path that is
2017. I hope that all of you
had a great Holiday Season and are planning to
have a fantastic new riding
season. For some of us we
hope that will be the third
week of the month as the
Primary Officers head off for H.O.T. in Myrtle
Beach. Weather permitting I plan to take the
bike down after doing that oh so important first
maintenance of the year.
The big event of the year is the newly revised
and larger five state Merging Mountains rally
that will take place in our home region early
June. I am interested to get more info from the
committee on details and planning as we get

closer to the date. I know there will be many
rides that really showcase the beautiful area
we live in.
As we get further into 2017, we will also be
working on daily and weekend rides for you all
to enjoy along with some of the annual events
we hold for members. Remember if you are out
and about during the winter months to be vigilant of others, the weather, and the abundance
of friendly critters that we see on the road.
If you have any questions or concerns, please
feel free to contact me and I will do my best to
get you whatever information I can find. Be
safe out there.
Doug Stackpole
Assistant Director
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LOH: Sweetheart Ride and More
We had a great turnout
of 12 Ladies of Harley
at Jersey Lily’s on January 10th to socialize
and plan activities for
2017. The Valentine’s
Sweetheart Ride is Saturday, February 11th.
Meet at HOG Hall at
11:00 a.m. to ride over; or meet at the restaurant at 11:30 a.m. – Rodeo Grande at Valley
View Mall. Please RSVP to 540.309.4707 or
marian.mcconnell@gmail.com if you are coming. If the weather cooperates, we may have
a short ride after lunch.

Many ideas were discussed for our benefit
ride, and more ideas are welcome. To submit
yours, please provide information about the
charity and how our donation would specifically
be used. Local charities that will help out with
the event, at a location where we could start
and/or end the ride, are preferred. Please provide the information to me by Feb. 1st so I can
compile a list. LOH ladies can vote anonymously via paper or email ballot by February
15th. The benefit ride is tentatively planned in
September.
Let’s ride!
Marian McConnell
LOH Director

We are busy planning
activities for March and
the following months.
The complete list was emailed to the LOH
group for review and input.

Historian: The Birth of Our Chapter
Last newsletter I said I
would try to find something of interest to the
new members and
something that the older
members may have forgotten. I think I have
found both this month.
The Roanoke Valley Chapter began on November 5, 1988 at the old dealership on Center
Ave. It was a Saturday when a small group of
people met in a corner of the showroom at the
dealership to begin the process of forming
Chapter #5326.
It was written this way in the first newsletter On Saturday 11/5, a group of people interested
in forming a local chapter of Harley Owners
Group met at Roanoke Valley HarleyDavidson. Bob Davis was elected Director and
Rudy Johnson Secretary/Treasurer. Required
paperwork was mailed off to National Headquarters.

I remember Bob Davis being encouraged by
Lloyd to be the first Director after looking
around at the options, which probably seemed
pretty scary at the time. You may ask, how did
this gathering get together to begin with? I remember Rudy talking with me about forming a
Chapter and I believe Rudy discussed the formation of the Chapter with Lloyd. Postings and
information were probably placed at the dealership for anyone interested in a Chapter. Rudy
has moved back to Roanoke so maybe next
time I see him I can get more information.
So the first HOG Chapter started with two officers and a director. Next month, the first meeting, which included working with another biker
club on an event, participating in a car show
and the appointment of several committees,
one of which really surprised me. Also, was the
Chili Cook Off discussed at the first meeting?
Tom Owen
Historian
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Safety: Federal Motorcycle Advisory Council
Information from the
Motorcycle Law
Group Newsletter...
January 17, 2017
Last week the Motorcycle Riders
Foundation (MRF)
released news that
has many in the
motorcycling community scratching their
heads. The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) announced plans to officially open
nominations for participants to serve on the
newly reestablished Motorcycle Advisory
Council (MAC). The reestablishment of the
MAC in the latest federal highway bill was a
win for motorcyclists. The MAC was first established in the 2005 highway bill. That bill required the Administrator of the FHWA to have
a dialogue with the motorcycling community on
infrastructure issues of concern to motorcyclists. The MAC facilitated that dialogue. It was
comprised of ten members, four of which were
members of the motorcycling community from
various state and federal motorcycling organizations. In short, they were actual riders. The
other six were comprised of members who
could provide the necessary technical expertise related to roadway design, safety and other issues. Unfortunately, the MAC ended in
2009 when the highway bill that created it expired.
Fast forward to the current highway bill. Members of the motorcycling community were elated when the current law brought the MAC
back, as motorcyclists had lost a voice in transportation infrastructure issues on the federal
level. The new law would bring that voice back,

or so it was thought. That brings us to the latest release by the MRF. The FHWA has announced that the reestablished MAC will also
consist of ten members, ONE of which must
be from the motorcycling community. You read
that correctly. One. This means that the allimportant dialogue between the federal government and the motorcycling community may
very well take place among bureaucrats who
have never swung a leg over a motorcycle.
That would defeat the purpose of the MAC.
The MRF is urging motorcyclists to contact
their members of congress and ask them to
intervene by contacting the FHWA and urging
them to adopt language similar to the 2009
language, which required that at least four
members of the MAC be representatives from
the motorcycling community. To make this
task more convenient, the MRF has created a
pre-written letter that will go directly to your
members of congress. That letter can be found
at the following link:
http://mrf.org/federal-legislative-issues/
Of course if you would rather contact members
directly, that would be welcomed as well. It is
important that motorcyclists make their voices
heard on this issue.
As always, if you have any questions or comments on this or any other issue facing motorcyclists, please feel free to contact me.
Matt Danielson
The Motorcycle Law Group
1-800-321-8968
Motorcyclelawgroup.com
Larry Hinton
Safety Officer

Coffee & donuts at
Roanoke Valley Harley-Davidson
every Saturday from 9 am – 11 am.
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Thank You to the Best Chapter in the World!
I'd like to give the whole HOG chapter a great
big hug and tell you something that a very
smart bear once said:

Let me clarify; by no means is what this chapter did for Restin South at Christmastime considered little. On the contrary, it just proves
what a big heart everyone has!! Each individual member is a small part of the big whole that
makes up The Best HOG Chapter in the
Whole Wide World!!!
We were very blessed, both individually with
wish lists being fulfilled with wanted gifts for
the fellas' and as the Home with all the pantry
items - lots of canned foods and toilet paper!
Totally awesome. I am always so proud to
boast that I am a member of the Roanoke
Chapter!

We love you guys and gals and thank you
very, very much.
TJ Rothmeier
Cornell
Archie
Wayne
Clyde
Lee
Vince
Gene
Bobby
Roger
Gerald
Frankie

Time to Renew!
If you haven’t already done so, please send in your membership renewal forms
no later than March 15th. New forms are located in HOG Hall or near the
HOG bulletin board in the dealership. You can drop it off at the parts
counter, the next chapter meeting, or mail it to the address on the form.

Welcome to the Family!
Please join us in welcoming these new
members to our Chapter!

Virginia Dingler, Blue Ridge
James Denton, Troutville
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3,300 Miles – 10 Days – What a Ride!
We recently made a road trip with 7 adults and 5
bikes. Our trip was planned by a sane, professional
working individual, our pilot, George Anderson, assisted by his copilot, Mike Bandy. Our mission, to
ride to Texas, eat a variety of foods, and meet lots
of neat people. We were not informed during our
pre-ride orientation that our copilot enjoyed Burger
King three meals a day (I thought that should have
been discussed). No biggie, off we go.
Day 1: Roanoke to Birmingham, AL (85 mph). A
great day of riding with no problems and no BK.
Both pilot and
copilot performed beyond
expectations.
Anyone participating in a
long ride
should have
zero expectations - this avoids any and all disappointment. I really don’t remember much that day,
weaving in and out of traffic, following my pilot.
Day 2: Birmingham to Lafayette, LA. (86 mph). I
was getting better following the pilot. Arrived safe,
had a great meal (no BK), slept and said a prayer.
Day 3: Lafayette to Houston, TX (87 mph). Getting
real good at following the pilot - Texas speed limits
mean nothing. We crossed many bridges, saw
much construction and hundreds of cranes. Rode
into Galveston where our copilot got his first of what
turned out to be 8 stops at BK. Fresh fish everywhere and we are eating at Burger King.
Day 4: Houston to San Antonio (88 mph). Fabulous
day of riding. Enjoyed 2 days in San Antonio, visited
Davy Crockett and the Alamo, and Riverwalk – had
a great time.
Day 6: San Antonio to Dallas (89 mph). Found
some back roads, thanks to our copilot. In the middle of nowhere,
we found Hico,
TX, home of the
Billy the Kid
Museum, what
a find. This was
almost as neat
as NASA in
Houston, just
not quite as big. We entered Dallas from the south,
right smack up town on back roads. Bam, right
downtown, what an adventure. Did see the real sto-

View from 6th
floor window of
The Texas
School Book Depository building
from which JFK
was shot.

ry of the assassination of President JFK, wow,
something to see. Our copilot has this fascination
with the program Gas Monkey Garage so, you
guessed it, off to find the place. He came thru again
and lead us right to the door.
Day 7: Dallas to Norman, OK (90 mph). Found the
back roads again and crossed Red River into Oklahoma to Norman. What a road, old Hwy 177. Saw
ranch after ranch, no traffic. Discovered Oklahoma
also wasted a lot of time and money placing speed
limit signs on this road.
Check into motel, walked
to the restaurant and two
neat things happened.
One, it rained. First real
rain on the trip and how we
enjoyed the temperature
drop. Great meal with great people. Second, our
pilot, being single, almost fell in love with our waitress. He and I are still thinking of returning to give
her a second chance.
Day 8: Norman to Mountain Home, AR (91 mph).
Headed to northwestern Arkansas to enter on Hwy
412. Goal, to ride across the state on one road, thru
the Ozarks, no interstate. Wow, this is a highway to
ride.
Day 9: Mountain Home to Nashville (92 mph).
Stayed on Hwy 412 thru AR, crossing into TN, still
on Hwy 412 until forced onto the interstate due to
time demands. In Nashville, we sent pilot and copilot to stay with copilot’s son. The rest of us bedded
down and called on friends Gary and Donna Penick
to join us for dinner, hoping Gary would pick up the
check (that did not happen). I wonder now if he enjoyed seeing us. Cost him a couple gallons of gas.
Day 10: Nashville to home, 93 mph to Wytheville
and on to Roanoke at, well let me say, 2 members
of our group had to be running somewhere around
95-97 mph. Finally home, safe, great ride!
Gas - $215.76, Motels - $663.71
Meals and Entertainment – Priceless!
Butch Shaffer, RVHOG Member
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RVH-D Extended Test Ride Review
I recently had the opportunity
to take an extended demo ride
on a 2017 Ultra from RVH-D,
the program Robb talked about
in his article. I own a 2015 Ultra so the bikes are very similar, but I have to say the new
Milwaukee-Eight 107 engine is
pretty awesome.
The motor is true Harley, but is
considerably smoother, has
more torque and power, and
the throttle response has no hesitation at all. I was very impressed with the overall performance of this engine.
There are 3 Ultra’s in this program, and all have been modified to showcase various accessories. One has an upgraded performance package, one has auxiliary lighting, and
the one I rode has an upgraded Boom audio system with 2
additional amps and upgrades to the speakers. It is an
awesome sound system!
RVH-D has set up the extended ride program to give chapter members an opportunity to check out the new engine
and performance. Having more time then a typical test ride
is a great way to try out a new touring bike and see what
it’s all about.
Larry Hinton, Safety Officer

Experienced
Trike Class
Sun., Mar. 5: 8 am – 4 pm
$100.00*
Hone your skills to a higher level in a one-day class designed to
increase your awareness and confidence on the road.

Saturday, February 25
7 PM  HOG Hall
All types of games including card, board,
chess, and checkers
Each table will have a winner and prizes.
Drinks and snacks provided.

To register:
https://virginiawestern.augusoft.net
or call 857-6076
If you need additional information about this course,
call Tammy Meador at 857-6402.

*Harley-Davidson reimburses $50 in the form of an H-D Gift Card.
Paperwork provided upon successful completion of the class.
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Member Spotlight

February Birthdays
Pamela Brown
Dot Hueston
Carol Stackpole
Suzie Alls
Moon Mullins
Debbie Wyatt
Larry Curfiss
Ben Novicki
Tex Sink
Michael Austin
Lee Jamison
Mark Anderson
David Woody
Robert Johnson
Kenny W. Keith
Byron Markham
Gary Bosserman
Larry Britton
Doug Rautio
Fred King
Owen Vogt
Johnny Preston
John W. Slusher
Terry Wildman

Feb 2
Feb 2
Feb 2
Feb 3
Feb 3
Feb 3
Feb 4
Feb 4
Feb 5
Feb 7
Feb 9
Feb 11
Feb 12
Feb 13
Feb 13
Feb 13
Feb 15
Feb 17
Feb 17
Feb 25
Feb 25
Feb 26
Feb 27
Feb 29

When did you join the Chapter and
Hobbies/interests, other than riding?
how did you hear about us?
I am a serious wood worker in both
In 2013 I bought a new 2013 Ultra
construction and building fine furniLimited from RVH-D. They told me
ture, and like spending time in my
about the national HOG organizawood working shop. I also enjoy
tion and Mark Anderson encourbuilding and flying giant scale raaged me to attend a local chapter
dio controlled airplanes.
meeting. I attended the January
3 fun facts about you? People
meeting in 2014 and joined that
close to me say I am a perfectionnight. I have been a member of
ist, and I suppose that might not be
some other clubs in the past and
a compliment. I was the designated
was reserved
test driver for
about this one at
performance
first. Over time, I
vehicles during
came to realize
my career with
this truly is the
Mitsubishi Mobest organization
tors, due in part
in everything we
to being one of
do. It is hard to
the only persons
appreciate this
that held a naunless you have
tional competibeen a member
tion license with
of another club,
SCCA. Aircraft
motorcycle or
electrician in the
other.
U.S. Navy for
What have you
four years.
JIM DEEL
found to be most
People would
rewarding as a HOG member?
be surprised to know.... I am a
Meeting new friends with a comlicensed pilot and previous aircraft
mon interest and the emphasis on
owner. I have a rich history in motor
riding safety. As an outsider to this
racing from ’69 to ’90. Racing inarea, the club has exposed me to
cluded drag racing sedans, dirt
roads (and restaurants) I would not
bikes, funny bikes, and Formula
have otherwise found on my own.
Atlantic in the SCCA road racing
What is your current ride? 2016
series.
Ultra Limited
What is the best thing that has
What was your first motorcycle and
ever happened to you?
how long have you been riding?
Don’t tell her, but probably marryA 1973 175 Yamaha endure bike.
ing my wife.
I’ve been riding since 1969.
Personal Mantra. I would rather
Where is your favorite place to ride?
be 1 hour early than 1 minute late.
Any road with lots of curves, and
You could say I have an issue with
preferably high speed.
time.
Where do you/did you work? I
Favorites:
took an early retirement from the
Music – 50’s, 60’s and 70’s Oldies
Japanese auto industry in 2005
Movie – Blues Brothers
from a rewarding career in autoFood – Fresh Seafood, Pecan Pie
motive engineering. I unretired in
Sports Team – Joe Gibbs Racing
2009 & have worked for General
Restaurant – 5th Quarter, CharlesMotors as a field manager since.
ton, WV
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Merging Mountains Ride Planning Meeting
(540) 774-7729
FAX (540) 981-0333

The Biggest Little Place In Town
Serving Great Food for 37 Years!

JAMES BUCK

Now offering a choice of
two great pizzas:

Class A Contractors #035247

Jimmy V's Original or Hand-tossed
New York Style. Plus pasta, ribs,
BBQ and great sandwiches.

James Buck Plumbing and Heating Inc.

1837 Westland Rd., S.W. Roanoke VA 24018
Email: james @ jbph.roacoxmail.com

3404 Brandon Avenue SW
Roanoke VA 24018

(540) 345-7311

MOON MULLINS, Owner

6 x12 Enclosed Trailer – $1,899.99
74 Taylors Road  Boones Mill  VA 24065
www.prolinetrailersales.com

Corner of 30th St. and Shenandoah Ave.
Roanoke VA 24017
342-4192
ROBERT JOHNSON

SHAD FINNEY
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Registration is now open!
Epic Rides. Zip Line. Concerts.
Guided and Self Guided rides. Picturesque with
mountains and waterfalls, caverns and coves
along with a ride down the spine of the geological
divide, The Blue Ridge Parkway.
Opening ceremonies and a home game at the
Salem Red Sox Field with fireworks and more.
Mountains, Wineries, and Great Food.
Martinsville Speedway with Laps around the
track, and to end it all, a Bluegrass down home
closing ceremonies experience. Breathtaking
views compiled with all your rally experiences will
be yours for many years to come.

Rally T-Shirt. Moisture wicking, high performance
Red Tee. The shirt, pin and embroidered patch
are included with a $40 registration. The $25
registration is an event admission only.

Helping Hands Cleaners LLC.
House and Business Cleaning

Mike & Brenda Pratt
Franchise Owners
“We do motorcycle inspections”
1019 West Main St.
Salem VA 24153

Phone: 540‐387‐4120
Fax: 540‐387‐4259
SpeeDeesalem@aol.com

Tammy Buchanan  (540) 525‐8450
Southern Limited
Electrical Company

TIME OUT CAMPERS AND DART TAG ALONG
TRAILERS FOR MOTORCYCLES
USED ENCLOSED TRAILERS

Robert Johnson — 540-537-7755

Herman Hartman

19

President

3315 Garden City Blvd. S.E.
Roanoke, Virginia 24014
TEL (540) 427-0140 FAX (540) 427-0141

72
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2017 Roanoke Valley H.O.G. Officers
Position

Name

Phone

Email

Director

Robb Lipes

540-293-5783

ad16RVhog@yahoo.com

Assistant Director

Doug Stackpole

540-389-0050

dbstackpole@msn.com

Treasurer

John Sell

540-797-2589

john.sell100@gmail.com

Secretary

Dee Fielding

540-353-4008

secretary.rvhog@aol.com

Activities Officers

Mike Puckett
Robert Johnson

540-520-1241
540-537-7755

mpuck28880@aol.com
n/a

Breakfast/Dinner
Coordinators

Betty Conner
Grover Conner

540-314-1038
540-598-9221

grovercconner@verizon.net

Building Grounds

Mark Reed

540-345-4068

lohshae@aol.com

Food Coordinator

Blake Dingler

540-588-1114

bdingler64@gmail.com

Head Road Captain

Mark Anderson

540-890-5115

2castaways@jetbroadband.com

Historian

Tom Owen

540-769-7389

todonnatom99@gmail.com

LOH Director

Marian McConnell

540-309-4707

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com

Membership Officer

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Merchandise Officer

Johnny Preston

540-354-4513

Jhp2jr@aol.com

Newsletter

Chris Powell

540-400-1747

rvhognewsletter@gmail.com

Safety Officer

Larry Hinton

540-798-2267

hintonl@nationwide.com

Social Media

Kathy Summers

540-798-4984

2castaways@jetbroadband.com

Volunteer Coord.

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Webmaster

Doug Thompson

540-529-2500

doug@dougthompson.com

Dealership Rep

Zack Shiffer

540-562-5424

zack@rvhd.com
Problems on the Road?
Chapter Helping Hands:

Next Meeting:
Tuesday
March 7, 2017
6 pm Dinner
7 pm Meeting
www.roanokevalleyhog.com
www.facebook.com/RVHOG

Robb Lipes

Roanoke

540-293-5783

Jerry Lusk

Roanoke

540-293-0764

Rick Hayes

Roanoke

540-314-6087

Johnny Preston

Rocky Mount

540-354-4513

Ben Thrasher

Buchanan—cell 540-598-5184
Shop 540-254-2390

Robert Johnson

Roanoke/Salem 540-537-7755

Mark Anderson

Union Hall/SML

540-890-5115

These members have agreed to lend a hand if your bike
breaks down in their area.

